THE  LETTERS  OF  KING   HENRY  VIII

dexterity and activity, which ye have used to bring the affairs of
our traitor Pole to that he might depart miscontented from
thence; and to have such plain conference with the Emperor,
Covos and Granvelle his Counsellors, as ye have had, and in
attaining the true knowledge of things, as appeareth ye have done
by the tenor of your letters of the 23 of this last month; for the
same we thank you full heartily and will remember your good
service accordingly, willing you, as soon as ye can, upon the
receipt hereof, to get your access and audience of the Emperor.
At the first entry whereof, with our right affectuous commenda-
tions, thanking him for the good purpose he is in to keep and
observe the treaties and alliances between us entirely, and in
every point as a Prince of honour regarding his oath and promise,
and to show all friendship and amity; ye shall show unto him
that we do very thankfully accept of him the refuse he hath made
unto the traitor Pole, to assent and condescend unto the inique
censures and requisitions of the Bishop of Rome lately pronounced
unjustly against us and our subjects; and that the miscontentment
of our said rebel Pole at his departure is much to our contentment
as whereby we may have a demonstration that the Emperor hath
fulfilled indeed the same that his friendly words unto you did
report; which (as ye shall declare plainly unto him) be far dis-
crepant from the doing of his officers and subjects in the Low
Countries, where of late we have found a marvellous strangeness,
our ambassadors and merchants also.    For upon Ash Wednes-
day, by a general proclamation made at Antwerp and elsewhere
in the Emperor's name, all our ships with the goods therein (as
they were ready to return from the mart) have been arrested,
and for colour, as we understand, ships of other nations have
been arrested withall.    Sithens for any suit that our ambassadors
coxild do, as yet our ships with all the merchandises be detained
there, under the pretence that the Emperor lacketh mariners for
his navy to go against the Turk, as the saying is.   There was
joined thereto such sudden strangeness showed unto our ambas-*
sadors, as whereas the day afore they were much made of; the
next day or second, beyond man's expectation, skant in the
Regent's Court any man would speak or make any countenance
towards them, nor direct them to show where they should attend